
 
Dear 8th Grade Parents: 
 
School Counselors, Michelle Paige and Laurie Cordero, are preparing to meet with your child to 
help him/her select courses for 9th grade.  All virtual students will have a Google Meet 
scheduled with their counselor on Thursday, February 11th or Friday, February 12th and will be 
notified by email of their scheduled meeting.  Hybrid students will be meeting with their 
counselor during their Physical Education class, starting the week of February 22nd.  Physical 
Education teachers will notify students when their class is scheduled to meet with the 
counselors.  
 
Parents, your input and guidance in this process is very helpful.  In 9th grade, many students 
have enough room in their schedule to take one or two elective classes. One of these classes 
must be a Fine Arts credit.  (Students who pass Studio in Art in 8th grade will have met the Fine 
Arts requirement.) The counselors will help students sign up for elective classes when they 
meet.  On the following pages you will find a sample of a 9th grade schedule, the 9th 
Grade Elective Course Descriptions and the Advanced Studio in Art Course Descriptions 
to help you and your child know what is available.  In addition, please check out these 
videos from the high school administration and teachers regarding their courses: 
 
https://sites.google.com/gicsd.org/9thgradeorientation/home 
  
 
We hope you have the opportunity to take a look at these resources and talk to your child about 
elective courses they are interested in taking in the high school.  If you or your child have any 
questions regarding the high school planning process and courses, please email your child’s 
school counselor or call 773-8844.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Laurie Cordero Michelle Paige 
8th grade School Counselor 8th grade School Counselor 
Last names starting with A-L Last names starting with M-Z 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/gicsd.org/9thgradeorientation/home


* Required classes are recommended by 8th grade teachers.  
 
**Foreign Language:  required if the student does not pass the exam and/or course in 8th 
grade. 
(For most other students, but not required, continuing is foreign language is strongly 
recommended.  Many 4 year colleges require 3-4 units of study in foreign language.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 SAMPLE 9TH GRADE SCHEDULE 

    

    

 PERIOD  CLASS 

    

 1  English (required)* 

    

 2  Social Studies (required)* 

    

 3  Math (required)* 

    

 4  Science (required)* 

    

 5  

P.E./Sci.Lab/P.E./Math Lab (on a 4 day 

rotation) 

    

 6  Lunch 

    

 7  ** French/Spanish 

    

 8  Music or Art or DDP 

    

 9  

Elective or Study Hall or Support Class if 

recommended 

    



9th grade Elective Course Descriptions 2021-2022 
 

6100 STUDIO IN ART 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks REQUIRED in 5 credit art concentration 

This course is designed to be a foundation course that introduces the students to various styles and 
techniques in art. This class covers the elements of art and principles of design through art projects which 
are a sampling of our more advanced art classes. The emphasis of this class will be improving the 
students’ two dimensional and three-dimensional skills while developing a compositional awareness. This 
course fulfills the New York State art requirement and is a prerequisite for all art classes.  

 

MUSIC  

6540 CONCERT BAND 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

Prerequisite: Competency on Band Instrument. (Students who did not play in one of the Grand Island 
Bands in the previous year must see Mr. Allen to arrange an audition) Concert Band is one of two major 
performance ensembles in the high school band program. The Concert Band presents between 4-6 public 
performances each year and with a performance tour generally offered every other year. This group also 
participates in state and national performance festivals.  

6550 STRING ORCHESTRA 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

Students interested in string orchestra should be proficient in violin, viola, cello, or string bass. Wind, 
brass and percussion players are recruited for the Orchestra as needed. Students perform 3-6 concerts 
per year, with a performance trip offered every other year. Performances are required along with 
participation in weekly lessons. Lessons are important as they are geared to advancing the student's 
technique and to expose them to solo and chamber music literature.  

6560 CHOIR 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks  

Choir is a group designed for musical self-expression and skill development. The choir provides an 
opportunity for musical growth and performance. No specific prerequisite is required for this group except 
an interest for singing. The group performs a wide variety of musical styles while learning the 
fundamentals of good choral singing and music reading. Participation in all choral concerts and weekly 
voice labs are required.  

6500 MUSIC THEORY I 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

Prerequisite: Previous experience in a school performing ensemble or teacher recommendation. This 
course is organized to prepare the student to analyze, listen receptively and perform all types of music. 
Ear training, sight-reading, conducting and music history all play an integral part in this development of 
total musicianship. The main emphasis is in the area of music reading and writing. Rudiments of notation, 
scales, intervals, chords and musical form provide the basis of musical study. These skills enable the 
student to become musically independent and enhance their understanding of music. 

 

 



6510 INTRODUCTION TO GUITAR .5 Credit 40 Weeks – Every other day  (May be co-seated 
with Music in Our Lives.) Introduction to Guitar is open to any student wishing to learn the basics of 
playing the Guitar. Students will learn basic note reading, tuning, chords, and guitar tablature. Different 
styles of Guitar will be studied. An acoustic guitar is required and will be available for student rental. 
Practice time at home will be required!  

6520 MUSIC IN OUR LIVES 1.0 credit 40 Weeks  

This is an overview course for students who have an interest in different aspects of today’s 
music.Students will be involved in performance on guitar and piano keyboard, discussions on the music of 
today and how music influences our lives and our society. This class meets for a full year and fulfills the 
Regents Fine Arts requirement for graduation. 

This course is designed to meet the New York State Standards for one credit of art/music for those 
students who do not participate in a major performing ensemble. A rich history of pop music is the primary 
focus along with discussion and analysis of current pop music and industry trends. Students will develop 
skills in critical listening and elements of music and music theory via keyboard. No prior experience in 
music is necessary for enrollment in this course.  

 

ENGLISH  
 
1010 CREATIVE WRITING .5 Credit 20 Weeks  

This elective is designed to stimulate and encourage imaginative writing, observation, discussion, and 
interaction. Models from established authors will be read along with samples from various texts. Various 
modes of writing such as fiction, nonfiction, short story, poetry, are just some of the modes we will focus 
on. Students should be self- motivated and self-directed for much of the course is of an independent 
nature. Three projects are required.  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES  

2050 FOUNDATIONS OF KNOWLEDGE  .5 Credit 20 Weeks  

Open to all students, this 20- week course addresses the basic questions of what is knowledge, how do 
we gain knowledge and how do we pass this knowledge on to others. In other words, how do you know 
what you know? And, is what you know correct? This is an excellent course to take to prepare a student 
for college level critical thinking and inquiry. However, it is not limited to college bound students. This 
course strives to develop strong critical thinking skills and helps students to develop and defend their 
ideas by looking at a wide variety of topics such as: Can you tell if someone is lying? What is reality? How 
does emotion help us to learn? Is it better to be logical or emotional? How does language mould our view 
of the world? Why does perception differ from individual to individual, especially in fields like art?

 

 

 

 



2010 AMERICA’S WARS .5 Credit 20 Weeks  

America’s Wars is a 20 week course that covers the basic causes, events and outcomes of the most 
important wars in American history. We will examine the changing technology in warfare over the last 200 
years and how that impacts the wars fought and how it impacts the society at home. Discussion also 
includes the role of military and war in our society throughout our history. Class activities will include, 
lecture, discussion, videos, and group projects. The course may also include a field trip and/or guest 
speakers. The course will cover the American Revolution, The Civil War, America’s role in World War I 
and II, Cold War conflicts and the current War on Terror.  

 

 

 

BUSINESS & MARKETING  

7610 ACCOUNTING I 1 Credit 40 weeks  

This course is designed to provide the student with a basic knowledge of accounting principles and 
procedures, such as debits and credits, general and special journals, worksheets, financial statements, 
payroll records and checking accounts. The student is introduced to computerized accounting. This is an 
excellent course for college-bound students or students who hope to operate their own business 
someday. This course is accredited through ECC as a 3 credit course (BUS 120-Intro to Accounting). 
Information on enrollment is available through the Business Department.  

7600 CAREER AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT .5 Credit 20 Weeks  

An ideal course for the student who wants to acquire the lifelong skills necessary to manage their 
personal and professional lives. Students will research careers based on their interests and aptitudes, 
with the goal of determining the best courses for their high school career and a potential best career path 
in life. Students will learn foundational skills, strategies, and opportunities at GIHS, so each individual has 
the greatest chance to be successful both in and out of the classroom. Students will engage in 
experiential learning activities such as project-based learning as well as more traditional methods such as 
journal reflections, presentations, and guest speakers with a focus on personal, social, and academic 
development along with career and life skills.  

7670 ENTREPRENEURSHIP/BUSINESS OWNERSHIP .5 Credit 20 Weeks  

This course provides the student the opportunity to explore ownership of a small business as a career 
choice. It will enable the student to examine small business as a job option by construction of a business 
plan, developing marketing strategies, identifying financing options for a business, and planning 
organizational structure that will be carried through in the operation of an in-school business. This will 
include running the school store, Casey’s Corner during the school day and after school. As well as 
working in various community service projects centered around small business. Learning experiences will 
include exploration of local small business operations and their successes, guest speakers, field trips, and 
hands-on development of a school-based enterprise. DECA members are encouraged to enroll in this 
course.  

 



7630 YEARBOOK PRODUCTION: PRINCIPLES OF MARKETING 1 Credit 40 Weeks
 

This course provides students with the opportunity to learn and to apply marketing strategies and 
techniques as they actually design, produce, and market the award-winning Venture yearbook. As a staff 
member you will spend time in the areas of writing captions and copy, ad and layout design, scheduling, 
photography, sales and distribution. Other projects include the Dream Vacation and the creation and 
marketing of your own band (Concert Tour). Explore Google Docs, get familiar with the Volumes II Online 
Publishing program, and help create lasting memories for the students at Grand Island. Come join us!  

 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE  

7750 COOKING, NUTRITION & CAREERS 1 Credit 40 Weeks 

This course will help students understand basic to advanced food preparation techniques and nutritional 
value of the foods prepared and eaten in our daily lives. They will learn to read recipes, as well as 
properly measure ingredients, basic background information on food groups, and prepare and store foods 
using safety and sanitation techniques in the kitchen. They will examine what basics are needed to open 
and run a restaurant. Students will learn through food preparation, demonstrations, “hands-on” projects, 
and guest speakers.  

 

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY  

7500 DDP - DESIGN & DRAWING FOR PRODUCTION 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks  

This course emphasizes creative problem solving, design, and technical drawing. The course reflects the 
approaches used in business and industry to design and develop new products. Students will develop 
solutions to various design and production problems. Solutions are researched, sketched, refined, and 
rendered as technical drawings. Students will learn design through the combination of traditional drawing, 
3-Dimensional Modeling software, as well as hands- on development and production. Design & Drawing 
for Production may be used to fulfill an Art/ Music credit. All students are encouraged to take this class. 

 

7540 ARCH1- ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

This course is designed to give students an introduction into residential architecture and design. Students 
will design, develop, and draw residential structures to meet both specific and open design criteria. 
Students use technical drawing equipment to produce floor plans, layouts, house elevations, and site 
plans. Students will be exposed to Residential Construction systems and methods in hands-on project 
based units. This course also includes an introduction into the use of architectural CAD (computer-aided- 
drawing). This course is recommended for anyone considering a career in architecture, interior design, 
computer-aided drafting (CAD), building and construction trades, or real estate.  

 

 

 



7560 TECH 1- TECHNICAL DESIGN 1 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

This class is designed to take the learning of engineering concepts and principles to the next level. 
Through the use of technical drawing and 3-D computer modeling, students will design, draw, and 
produce solutions to challenges and problems to communicate design intent. All students can benefit from 
this class. If you are considering a career in one of the following fields, you should take this class.  

*Engineering  *Graphic design  *Fashion Design   *Automotive   *Municipal/Government work  *CAD 
Design             *Art   *Architecture   *Medicine  *Industry   *Interior Design   *Construction   *Animations  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Advanced Studio in Art Electives Course Descriptions 2021-22 
 

6140 STUDIO IN CERAMICS  1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

This course will help students improve skills in working with ceramic clay and glazes. The student will 
work with clay to make vases, mugs, planters, ceramic sculpture using the potter's wheel and other 
hand-built methods of construction. They will learn glaze application and how to stack and fire the kiln.  

 

6150 STUDIO IN TEXTILE DESIGN  1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

The goal of this course is to give the students a chance to experience art materials that they may never 
have handled before using basic and traditional weaving techniques. Students will be involved with the 
fabric construction and surface design. This class will explore many fiber techniques and produce simple 
as well as elaborate projects that students can use and wear. Projects may include: cardboard weavings, 
tapestries, inkle belts, batik, coiled bowls, stenciled t-shirts, crocheted scarves, quilted pot holder, woven 
pouches, cross-stitch, etc.  
 

6160  STUDIO IN SCULPTURE  1.0 Credit 40 Weeks  

This course will help students improve skills in working with a variety of sculptural materials. The student 
will work with three-dimensional materials such as clay, wire, plaster, wood, etc. The student will construct 
a variety of sculptural forms in different styles.  
 

6120 STUDIO IN DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 1 1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

This course is designed to help students understand photography and the use of a camera as a creative 
tool. This course covers the development, nature, and function of photography in our society. Students 
will learn many technical processes in regard to creating photographs. The course will focus on exploring 
digital photography and using imaging software (Adobe Photoshop) to edit, size and print photography on 
the computer. *This course offers college credit through ECC Advanced Studies.  

 

6190 STUDIO IN DRAWING AND PAINTING  1.0 Credit 40 Weeks 

This course will help students improve drawing and painting skills through experiencing different media 
and techniques with emphasis on composition and design. Projects will include portraits, still life, 
landscapes, and abstractions. 

 

6200 STUDIO IN ADVERTISING DESIGN   1.0 credit 40 weeks 

This class is run like an ad agency. Students will produce art projects using both the computer and 
marker renderings. Students will learn to use the elements and principles of design to create posters, 
logos, ads, point of purchase displays, package design and TV storyboards. (Studio in Advertising Design 
and Studio in Fashion Illustration and Design are part of the design series) 


